CHAPTEE IV. THE HINDU SACKED THREAD.
(YajnopavTtam).
"In the eighth year from the conception of a Brahman, in the eleventh from that of a Kshatriya, and in the %twelfth from that of a Vaisya, let the father invest the child with the mark of his class," (Mann, ii. 36.)
ONE of the many peculiarities that strike a stranger in India is that many Hindus have a cord or skein of thread over the left shoulder, hanging down -under the right arm. It is worn as a sash would be. Probably few, except the Hindus themselves, could tell why this cord is worn; why certain persons have it whilst others have it not; or even how or of what it is made. This article of dress or adornment forms, however, a very important factor in the Hindu cult. The yajn6-pavitam, as it is 'called, or the sacred thread of the Hindu, is the outward and visible mark that the wearer is a Dvija, or twice-born. It is a very much prized and a very sacred badge and commands respect and even adoration.
If we enquire who are privileged to assume this distinction, we find the matter very clearly defined by the ancient Hindu law-giver. In the quotation at the head of this chapter, it is clear that the Brahmans, Kshatriyas, and Vaisyas must be thus invested. In another place it is distinctly stated that none but the